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How SB 863 improved WC system 

• PD benefits had been cut by more than 50% as a result of 

SB 899 (2004) 

• Delivery of medical treatment: 

• employees complained of delays and denials of 

care  

• employers complained of runaway cost and the 

inability to block unnecessary medical treatments 

• Delays in dispute resolution 

• Costs in CA remained among the highest in the nation  
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Overview of SB 863 Changes 

• Increased Permanent 

Disability Benefits 

• Medical Treatment 

• QMEs/AMEs 

• Independent Medical Review 

(IMR) 

• Medical Provider Networks 

(MPN) 

• Increase system efficiency 

• Require electronic filing of 

liens 

• Liens Fees  

 

 

• Reimbursement for services 

• Independent Bill Review (IBR) 

• Fee schedules 

• Other Benefits 

• Supplemental Job 

Displacement Voucher 

• Return-to-Work Fund 
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DWC DISTRICT OFFICES 
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More Expedited Hearings  
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DWC Efforts to Achieve Uniformity 

and to Equalize Workload   
• Promulgation of uniform forms 

 -pretrial conference statement 

 -minutes of hearing form  

• Judge training on procedures 

• Lien conference calendar 

• Direct assistance by other district offices 

 -e.g., lien cases assigned to other offices 

• Use of Court Call  

• Use of video trials and conferences  

 

10 



LIENS 
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Lien Conferences by Region 
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IMR 
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FDL Timeliness 
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Total Number of IMR Closed Cases vs. Claims by Region for Years of Injury 2000-

2014 
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Based on Injured Worker Location  

Total WCIS Claims Year of Injury 2000-2014:  10,888,873 

Total IMRs with Year of Injury 2000-2014: 130,486 

WCIS Run Date: November 2, 2015; IMR Decisions 2014 to October 22, 2015 



Number of Treatment Requests Per IMR by Region for Years of Injury 2000-

2014 
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Based on Injured Worker Location  

Total IMR Treatment Decisions with Year of Injury 2000-2014: 

248,006 

IMR Decisions 2014 to October 22, 2015 



Treatment Request Type by Region 
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Based on Injured Worker Location  

Total IMR Treatment Decisions with Year of Injury 2000-2014: 

248,006 

IMR Decisions 2014 to October 22, 2015 


